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LIFE IS IN THE BLOOD:

[ EviTicAL THROLOGY
Melanie Bair

Life 1s in the blood

For the life of a creature is in the
blood, and | have given it to you to
make atonement for yourselves on

the altar: it is the blood that makes
atonement for one’s life.

Lev 17:11
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Hebrews BLOOD RSV

Heb 2:14 1 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same nature, that
through death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 5:7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he
offers for himself and for the errors of the people.

Heb $:12 he entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption.

Heb $:13 For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer
sanctifies for the purification of the flesh,

Heb 9:14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

Heb 9:18 Hence even the first covenant was not ratified without blood.

Heb 9:15 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of
calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,

Heb 9:20 saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God commanded you."
Heb 9:21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship.

Heb 5:22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness of sins.

Heb 5:25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the Holy Place yearly with blood not his own;
Heb 10:4 For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins.
Heb 10:1% Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus,

Heb 10:2% How much worse punishment do you think will be deserved by the man who has spurned the Son of God,
and profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of grace?

Heb 11:28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the first-born might not touch
them.

Heb 12:4 9] In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

Heb 12:24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks more graciously than
the blood of Abel.



151 In many and various ways God spoke
of old to our fathers by the prophet
but in these last days he has spoken to
us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir
of all things, through whom also he cre-
ated the world, 3 He reflects the y

God and bears the very stamp of his na-
ture, upholding the universe by his word
of power. When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high, 4 having become
as much superior (o angels as the name he
has obtained is more excellent than theirs,

5 For to what angel did God ever say,
“Thou art my Son, today | have begotten
thee™? Or again, “1 will be to him a fa-
ther, and he shall be 10 me a son™? 6 And
again, when he brings the first-bom into
the world, he says, “Let all God's angels
worship him," 7 Of the angels he says,
“Who makes his angels winds, and his ser-
vants flames of fire.” 8 But of the Son he

says, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever, the rightcous seepter is the scepter
of thy kingdom. 9 Thou hast loved righ-
teousness and hated lawlessnens;therefors

ol gla
[And. “Thou, Lond, didst found the car
in the beginning, and the heavens are th
work of thy hands; 11 they will perisk
but thou remainest; they will all gror
like a garment, 12 like a mantle thou wil
roll them up, and they will be changed
But thou art the same, and thy years wil

e
thy enemien n stoolfor thy foet™?
they nol all ministering spirits sent forth
10 serve, for the sake of those who are 1o
obtain salvation?

2:1 Therefore we must pay the closer at-
tention to what we have heard, lost we
drift oy from it. 2 For if the message
declared by angels was valid and every
Ilun\gn'mmn o disobedience received o
just retribution, 3 how shall we
we negleet such a great salvation?
declured at first by the Lord, and it was
attested 10 us by those who heard
while God also bore witness by signs and
wonders and various miracles and by gifts
of the Holy Spirit distributed according 1o
his own will

s

5 For it was not to angels that God sub-

‘where, “What is man that thou art mindful
of hlm, or the son of man, that thou car-
7 Thou didst make him for
5 lower than the angels, thou

s given me

14 Since therefore the children share in
flesh and blood, he himself likewise par-
took of the same nature, that through death
he might destroy him who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver
all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong bondage, 16 For surely
it is not with angels that he is concerned
but with the descendants of Abraham,
. L 'en tia :

The E

brethren in every respect, so that he might
become i me ithful high priest
in the servie od, 10 make expiation
for the sins of the people. 18 For because
he himself has sulTered and been tempted,
he is able 1o hielp those who are temped.

3:1 Therefore, holy brethren, who share in
aheavenly call, consider Jesus, the apostle
and high priest of our confession. 2 He
was faithful to him who appointed him,
Just as Moses also was faithful in God's
house, 3 Yet Jesus has been counted wor-
thy of as much more glory than Moses as
the builder of a house has more honor than
the house. 4 (For every I
some one, but the builder

God) 5 Now Moses was
God's house as a servant, t
things that were 10 be spok
Christ was fuithful over Gie
son. And we are his house

our confidence and pride in

7 Therefore, as the Holy $
day, when you hear his ve
harden your hearts as in th
the day of testing in the

ed
"They ahways b..
hearts; they have not known
As Lswore in my wrath, *1)
enter my rest." 12 Toke
lest there be in any of yo
believing heart, leading yo
from the living God. 131
another every day, as long
“today.” that none of you
ened by the deceitfulness «
we share in Christ, if only W
confidence firm 1o the end,
“Today, when you het

id,
not harden your hearts as in

ho were they that hear
rebellious? Was it not all

Egypt under the leadership
And with whom was he |
years? Was it not with tho
whose bodies fell in the w
And 1o whom did he swear t
never enter his rest, but to ¢
disobedient? 19 S0 we se

unable to enter because of +

4:1 Therefore, while the pr
ing his rest remains, let us |
you be judged to have failed to reach it. 2
or good news came 1o us just as to them;
but the message which they heard did not
benefit them, because it did not meet with
th in the hearcrs. 3 For we who have
believed enter that rest, as he has said, “As
1 swore in my wrath, “They shall never
cnter my rest,” although his works were
finished from the foundation of the world
4 For he has somewhere spoken of the
scventh day in this way. “And God rosted

Fest for the oy
whoever enters God's rest
s labors as God did

rest, that 09
disobedience, 12

living and active, sharpe

edged sword, piercing to the

soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, iy
disceming the thoughts and intentions
the heart, 13 And before him no creature
idden, but all are open and laid bar
10 the eyes of him with whom we have o
do,

4

 then we have a great high priest
A taiials thi Msmiekinn

sus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. 15 For we have not a high
priest who is unable 1o sympathize with
our weaknesses, but one who in e
ot has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let us then with confi-
dence draw near 1o the throne of grace,
ercy and find grace
p in time of need.

S:1 For every high priest chosen from
among men s appointed 10 act on behalf
of men in relation to God, to offer gifls
and sacrifices for sins, 2 He can deal gen-
ly with the ignorant and wayward, since

the laying on of hands, the resurrection
of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And

¢ will do if God permits. 4
i impossible (o restore again 1o repen-
tance those who have once been enlight-
ened, who have tasted the heavenly gift,
and have become partakers of the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of
the word of God and the powers of the age
to come, 6 if they then commit apostasy,
singe they crucify the Son of God on their

i) k Wy PIK an

s tove which you showed for s teke
serving the saints, as you still do. 11
And we desire each one of you 1o show
e same eamestness in realizing the full
assurance of hope until the end, 12 50 that
you may not be sluggish, but imitators of
&1 ho through faith and patience in-

apromise to Abra-

had n0 one greater by whom

wore by himself, 14 saying,

and multiply you,

Abraham, having patiently

endured, obtained the promise. 16 Men
indeed swear by a greater than themselves,
and in all their disputes an oath i final for
e . 17 it s 00

stle to the F

show more convincingly (o the heirs of the
promise the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he interposed with an oath, 18
5o that through two unchangeable things,
in which it is impossible that God should
prove false, we who have fled for refuge
might have strong encouragement o seize
the hope set before us. 19 We have this
as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul,
a hope that enters into the inner shrine be
hind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone
as a forcrunner on our behlf, having be-
come a high priest for ever after the order
of Melchizedek.

one has ever served at the altar, 14 For
it is evident that our Lord was descended
from Judah, and in connection with that
tribe Moses said nothing about priests,

15 "This_becomes even more evident
when another priest arises in the likencss
of Melchizedek, 16 who has hecome a
priest, not according to a legal require
ment conceming bodily descent but by the
ower of an indestructible life. 17 For it

of him, *“Thou art a priest for

e order of Melchizedek ™ 18

band, a former commandment

ecause of its weakness and

19 (for the law made nothing
o other hand, a better hope is

hrough which we draw near

not without an oath. 21

lormerly became priests took

ithout an osth, but this one

U with an oath, “The Lord has

sworm and will not change his mind, “Thou

anta priest for ever,”™ 22 This makes Je
sus the surety of a better covenant

23 The former priests wern i num-
ber, hecause they were prevented by death
from continuing in office; 24 but he holds
his priesthood permanently, because he
continues for ever. 25 Consequently he
is able for all time to save thase who draw
near 10 God through him, since he always
lives to make intercession for them.

26 For it was fitting that we should have
such a high priest, holy, blameless, un-
stained, separated from sinners, exalted
above the heavens, 27 He has no need,
s i

daily, first for his own and thes
those of the people; he did this once for all
when he offered up himself. 28 Indeed,
the law appoints men in their weakness
as high priests, but the word of the oath,
which came later than the law, appoints o
Son who has been made perfect for ever.

81 Now the point in what we are saying
i this: we have such i high priest, one who
is seated at theright hand of the throne of
the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the
sanctuary and the true tent which is set up
not by man but by the Lord. 3 For every
high priest is appointed to offer gifls and

Heb 1:10 And "Thou, Lord, di
beginning, and the heavens a
11 they will perish, but thou
old like a garment,

changed. But thou art the sa
end."

9:1 Now even the first covenant had regu-
lations for worship and an carthly sanctu-
ary. 2 For a tent was prepared, the outer
one, in which were the lampstand and the
table and the bread of the Presence; it
called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the sec-
ond curtain stood a tent called the Holy of
Holies, 4 having the golden altar of in-
cense and the ark of the covenant covered
on all sides with gold, which contained a
golden um holding the manna, and Aar-
on’s rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant; S above it were the cherubim
of glory overshadowing the mercy seat
Of these things we cannot now speak in
detail

6 These preparations having thus been
made, the priests go continually into the
outer tent, performing their ritual dutics;
7 but into the second only the high priest
goes, and he but once a year, and not with-
out taking blood which he offers for him-
self and for the errors of the people. 8
By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the
way into the sanctuary is not yet opened
s long as the outer tent is still standing
) (which is symbolic for the present age).
ording to this arrangement, gifts and
sacrifices are offered which cannot perfect
the conscience of the worshiper, 10 but
deal only with food and drink and various
ablutions, regulations for the body im-
posed until the time of reformation,

11 But when Christ appeared as a high
priest of the good things that have com
then through the greater and more perfect
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of
this creation) 12 he entered once for all

oo s bt
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of goats and calves but his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the
blood of goats and bulls and with the ash-
e of a heifer sanctifies for the purification
of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the
blood of Christ, who through the etemal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify your conscience from dead
works (0 serve the living God

15 Therefore he is the mediator of
covenant, so that those who are called
receive the promised cternal inheritane
since a death has occurred which n\m.:m\

new

re

pertected for all time those who are sanc-
tified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears
a8 10 us; for after saying, 16 “This
is the covenant that T will make with them
after those days, says the Lord: T will put
my laws on their hearts, and writ
on their minds,” 17 then he adds,
remember their sins and their misdeeds no
more.” 18 Whe

these, there is no longer any offering for
sin

19 Therefore, brethren, ¢ we have
confidence 1o enter the sanctuary by the
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living

remalnes

8§ By faith Abraham obeyed when he
was called to go out 10 a place which be
was 1o receive as an inheritance; and he
went out, not knowing where he was to
g0, 9 By faith he sojourned
of promise, as in a foreign
tents with [saac and Jacob, b
of the same promise. 10 For he looked
forward to the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. 11 By
faith Sarah herself received power o con-
ceive, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had
promised. 12 Thercfore from one man,
and him as good as dead, were bom de-

12 like a mantle thou wilt roll them u

m

for him.

10:1 For since the Taw has but a shadow
of the good things to come instead of the
true form of these realitics, it can never,
by the same sacrifices which are continu-
ally offered year after year, make perfect
those who draw near, 2 Othenwise, would
they not have ceased to be offered? If the
worshipers had once been cleansed, they
would no longer have any consciousness
of sin. 3 But in these sacrifices there is
a reminder of sin year after year. 4 For it
is impossible that the blood of bulls and
gouts should take away sins

5 Consequently, when Christ came into
the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offer-
ings thou hast not desired, but a body hast
thou prepared for me; 6 in burnt offer-
ings and sin offerings thou hast taken no
pleasure, 7 Then | said, ‘Lo, I have come
1o do thy will, O God,” as it is written of
me in the roll of the book.”™ ¥ When he
said above, “Thou hast neither desired
nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offer-
ings and bumt offerings and sin offerings’
(these are offered according to the law), ¥
then he added, “Lo, T have come to do thy
will,” He abolishes the first in order to es-
tablish the second. 10 And by that will we
have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all

11 And every priest stands daily at his
service, offering repeatedly the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins, 12
But when Christ had offered for all time
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God, 13 then to wait until
his enemies should be made u xl«ml for his

14 Bam s =

o

fore do not throw away your confi-
which has a great reward. 36 For
you have need of endurance, so that you
may do the will of God and receive What
is promised. 37 “For yet a little while,
and the coming one shall come and shall
not tarry; 38 but my rightcous one shall
live by fuith, and if he shrinks back, my
soul has no pleasure in him.* 39 But we
are not of those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but of those who have faith and
keep their souls.

11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not
scen. 2 For by it the men of old received
divine approval. 3 By faith we understand
that the world was created by the word of
God, so that what is seen was made out of
things which do not appear

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more
acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he received approval as righteous,
God bearing witness by accepting his
gifts; he died, but through his faith he is
still speaking. 5 By faith Enoch was tak-
en up o that he should not see death; and
he was not found, because God had taken
him. Now before he was taken he was at-
tested ax having pleased God. 6 And with-
out faith it is impossible to please him, For
whoever would draw near 10 God must
believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seck him. 7 By faith Noah, be-
ing wamed by God conceming events as
vet unseen, took heed and constructed an
ark for the saving of his houschold; by this
he condemned the world and became an
heir of the righteousness which comes by
faith

share ill-treatment with the people of God
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin
26 He considered abuse suffered for the
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of
. for he looked to the reward. 27 By
faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the
anger of the king; for he endured as secing
him who is invisible, 28 By faith he kept
the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so
that the Destroyer of the first-born might
not touch them

29 By faith the people crossed the Red
Sea as if on dry land; but the Egyptians,
when they attempted to do the same, were
drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho
fell down ufter they had been encircled for
seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the harlot
did not perish with those who were dis-
obedient, hecause she had given friendly
welcome to the spies.

32 And what more shall I say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets- 33 who through faith
conquered Kingdoms, suforeed justice, -
ed promises, stopped the mouths of
34 quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of
Weakness, became mighty in war, put for-
cign annies o flight. 35 Women received
their dead by resurrection. Some were or-
tured, refissing to aceept release, that they
might rise again to a better life. 36 Others
sulfered mocking and scourging, and even
chains and imprisonment, 37 They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were
killed with the sword; they went ubﬂul
in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, af-
Nicted,ill-treated:- mumnom the u.-u

and mountains, and in dens and caves of
the carth,

hough well attested by
faith, did not receive what was prom-
ised, 40 since God had fore
better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect,

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings 30 closely, and et us run with per-
severance the race that s set before us, 2
Tooking o Jesus the pioneer and perfecter

dst found the earth in the
the work of thy hands;
t; they will all grow

p, and they will be
e, and thy years will never

of God; that no “root of bitterness” spring
up and cause trouble, and by it the many
become defiled; 16 that no one be im-
moral or irreligious like Esau, who sold
his birthright for a single meal. 17 For
you know that afterward, when he desired
1o inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for
he found no chance to repent, though he
sought it with tears,

18 For you have not come to what may be

touched. a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, 19 and the sound
of a trumpet, and a voice whose words
made the hearers entreat that no further
messages be spoken to them. 20 For they
could not endure the order that was given,
“If even a beast touches the mountain, it
shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying
wa the sight that Moses said, “1 tremble
with fear” 22 But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to in-
numerable angels in festal gathering, 23
and 1o the assembly of the first-bom who
are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who
od of all, and to the spirits of just men
made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the media-
tor of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled
blood that speaks more graciously than
the blood of Abel.

25 See that you do not reflse him who is
speaking. For if they did not escape when
they refused him who warned them on
carth, much less shall we escape if we re-
ject him who wams from heaven. 26 His
Voice then shook the earth; but now he has
promised, “Ye
only the earth but also the heaven
“This phrase, “Ye 5

has been made, in order that what cannot
be shaken may remain, 28 Therefore let
us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to
God acceptable worship, with reverenc
and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming
fire

13:1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Donot
neglect 1o show hospitality o strangers,
for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares. 3 Remember those who are in
prison, as though in prison with them; and
those who are ill-treated, since you also
arc in the body. 4 Let marriage be held

what can

ose who
consider
tate their
esterday
ot be led
ings; for
ened by
not ben-
ve an al-

he camp.
1the gate
ough his
oforthto
he abuse
£ 1o last-
tich s to

+ contin-
110 God,
owledge
do good
wch sac-

tothem;
e souls,
ount. Let
adly. for
you

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we
have a clear conscience, desiring to act
honorably in all things. 19 1 urge you the
more camestly 1o do this in order that |
may be restored 1o you the sooner.

20 Now may the God of peace who
brought again from the dead our Lord Je-
sus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the
blood of the ctenal covenant, 21 equip
you with everything good that you may
do his will, working in you that which is
ploasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ;
to whom be glory for ever and cver.
Amen.

22 1 appeal to you, brethren, bear with
my word of exhortation, for I have writ-
ten 10 you briefly. 23 You should under-
stand that our brother Timothy has been
released, with whom | shall sce you if he
comes soon. 24 Greet all your leaders and
all the saints. Those who come from Htaly
send you greetings. 25 Grace be with all
of you. Amen
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THE SON - THE EVERLASTING CREATOR

Heb 1:10 And, "Thou, Lord, didst found the earth in the
beginning, and the heavens are the work of thy hands;

11 they will perish, but thou remainest; they will all grow
old like a garment,

12 like a mantle thou wilt roll them up, and they will be
changed. But thou art the same, and thy years will never
end."
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Audio Chp 8

CHAPTER VIII.
THE SON-THE EVERLASTING CREATOR

1. 10. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid
the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the
work of thy hands:
11.They shall perish; but thou continuest: And they all
shall wax old as doth a garment
12.And as a mantle shalt thou roll them up, As a garment,
and they shall be changed: But thou art the same, And thy
years shall not fail (Ps. 102. 26, 27).

OME and hearken once more to what the divine mes-

sage has to tell us of the glory of the Son, in whom

the Father speaks to us. Come and see how truly He is
one with God, and shares with him all His glory. The deeper
our insight into the true Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ,
His perfect oneness with God, the more confident shall we
be that He will, in a divine power, make us partakers of His
work, His life, His indwelling.

Wk find Christ here set before us as the Creator, to whom all
owes its existence, as the everlasting and unchangeable One, to
whom alone, when all waxeth old and perisheth, can be said,
Thou continuest; Thou art the same; Thy years shall not
fail. In Isaiah God speaks of Himself: “Hast thou not heard,
the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth fainteth not, neither is weary.” In our text we see the
Son as the Almighty Creator, the everlastingly unchangeable
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He will, in a divine power, make us partakers of His work, His life, His
indwelling.
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The Holiest of All The Son-the Everlasting Creator

One, that we may know who it is through whom God speaks
to us, and to whom He has intrusted the work of our salvation.
The words are taken from Ps. 102. The ordinary reader
would not think that the Messiah or the Son was here spoken
of. But, taught by the Holy Spirit, our writer sees how all
redemption is wrought only through the Son, and how,
therefore, the building up of Zion and the appearing in His
glory (ver. 16), the looking down from the sanctuary and
the loosing those who are appointed unto death (ver. 20),
all points to the Son as Redeemer. And then what follows
is true of Him too. It is: “Thou hast laid the foundations of
the earth, and the heavens are the work of Thy hands: they
shall perish, but Thou shalt endure.” God is the Almighty
and everlasting: these are the attributes of Him to whom our
salvation is entrusted.

Listen, believer! Christ, thy Redeemer, is the Almighty One.
God saw that none but His Son could meet thy need: hast thou
S0 seen it, too, that this, His almighty power, has been claimed
and appropriated for thy daily life? Hast thou learnt never to
think. of Him otherwise than as the One who calleth the things
that are not as though they were, and creates what otherwise
could not be?

Christ, thy Redeemer, is the everlasting and unchangeable
One: hast thou heard Him speak? “I, Jehovah, change not;
therefore ye are not consumed,” and learnt to trust Him as the
One who is each moment to thee all that He can be, and who
will, without variation or shadow of turning, maintain in never
ceasing power His life within thee? Oh learn that God saw it
needful to speak to thee through none other than such a One as
could reach the heart and fill it with the power of His eternal
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maintain in never ceasing power His life within thee?
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Word. The Almighty Son, through whom God hath created
all things, who upholdeth and filleth all things by the word
of His power; this is He who will even so, in the power of
His Godhead, uphold and fill thy whole life and being. Thy
Creator is thy Redeemer! One great cause of feebleness and
backsliding in the Christian life is the power of circum-
stances. We often say that temptations that come to us from
our position in life, from the struggle to live, from the conduct
of our fellow-men, draw us away from God, and are the cause
of our falling into sin. If we but believed that our Redeemer
Is our Creator! He knows us; He appoints and orders our lot;
nothing that comes to us but what He has in His hands. He
has the power to make our circumstances, however difficult,
a heavenly discipline, a gain and a blessing. He has taken
them all up into the life-plan He has for us as Redeemer. Did!

And now let me once again urge my reader to mark well
the lesson this chapter is teaching us and the object it has in
view. Let no one think, as | myself long thought, that, because
we firmly believe in the divinity of our Saviour, this chapter,
with its proof-texts, has no special message for our spiritual
life, and that we may therefore hasten on to what the Epistle
has to teach farther on. No, let us remember that this is the
foundation chapter. The divinity of Christ is the rock on which
we rest. It is in virtue of His divinity that He effected a real
cleansing and putting away of sin, that He can actually com-
municate and maintain the divine life in us, that He can enter
into our inmost being, and dwell there. If we open our hearts
and give them time to receive the full impression of the truth,
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this is He who will even so, in the power of His Godhead, uphold and fill
thy whole life and being. Thy Creator is thy Redeemer!

The divinity of Christ is the rock on which we rest.
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we shall see that all that we are to learn of the person and
work of Christ has its value and its power from this — that
He is God. Our Creator, from whom we have our life — it is
He who alone can enter into us to give the new life; it is He,
blessed be His name, who will do it now. As God, He is the
hidden ground of all existence, and has the power to enter
all and fill it with Himself. Every part of His work has the
character and the power of a divine work. If we would but
believe that Christ the Son is God, is Jehovah, the Eternal,
the Creator, how He would make our inner life the proof of
His Almighty power!

Paul said: “I count all things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” Let us do so, too.

1. God is the incomprehensible One, In all thy thoughts of Him, in
all thy efforts to know Him as revealed in Christ, remember the true
knowledge of God is something above sense and reason. As the light
reveals itself to the open eye that has been created for it, God reveals
Himself to the longing heart. All the teaching of angels and prophets,
of the words and the truths of the Bible, can but point the way: |et
God in Christ speak in thy heart. Then shalt thou know Him, Bow in
adoring awe, and worship Christ. “Ler all His saints worship Him. It
is worship, not study, will prepare us to know Christ.’

2. They shall perish: they all shall wax old: this is what the creature
is, even though created by God, with every experience, even though
coming from God. Thou continuest; thou art the same: this is our
security and our joy. Christ my Redeemer is the unchangeable -every
moment the same, my Keeper and my Life
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If we would but believe that Christ the Son is God, is Jehovah, the Eternal,
the Creator, how He would make our inner life the proof of His Almighty
power!

let God in Christ speak in thy heart.

It is worship, not study, will prepare us to know Christ.’
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